standing the intellectual progress that he has made during his quarter of a century of freedom, dies in far larger numbers than the whites living in the same districts. Especially does this apply to the large cities, where the death-rate among the coloured people is nearly double that of the whites. It is asserted by some that in the old days consumption was quite an infrequent cause of death among the negroes. Now, however, that disease is considerably more frequent among them than among the whites. If we look for the causes of this deterioration probably the first is the greater struggle for existence. Poverty, which is the lot of so large a proportion of the coloured population, means deprivation and overcrowding with all its resulting evils. In the days of slavery, although he had no luxury, the
